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Thinking of our loved ones when we have to say goodbye 
This leaflet has been published to address a topic that none of us want to think 
about: 

➢ If you are intending to plan your funeral or that of a family member. 
➢ If you have recently lost someone and need guidance. 

Planning your funeral is something that we are all guilty of putting off.  
Unfortunately, death is something that happens to all of us, and often without 
warning. The Grand Prix Trust has outlined some practical information, to ensure 
that those you love and care about will be able to cope a little bit better when you 
are no longer here.  We hope that you find the contents of this leaflet helpful. 

Overview 
1. Obtain a Medical Death Certificate: 

• Death at home – Dr to visit & issue a Notification of Death Form 
• Death in Care Home – Care Home will arrange this 
• Death in hospital – Contact Bereavement Services at the hospital 

2. Register the Death within 5 days (including weekends & Bank Holidays), 
you can use the Tell Us Once service (a reference number will be 
provided).  The Tell Us Once service should notify The Passport Office, 
Blue Badge, Inland Revenue, DVLA, Welfare Benefits, Electoral roll.   You 
will need: 
• Medical Death Certificate 
• Birth Certificate (if available) 
• Marriage Certificate/Civil Partnership Certificate 
• NHS Medical Card or NHS Number 

3. Inform family and friends 
4. Arrange the Funeral 
5. Check your entitlement to Bereavement Benefits 
6. Deal with your own Benefits (if living with/caring for the deceased) 
7. Check eligibility to remain in the UK if this depended on the deceased 
8. Turn off the water supply & services 
9. Locate the Will and Executor 
10.Arrange the transfer of money and assets 
11.Clean and empty the property 

You may wish to prepare yourself for some questions that may be asked: 
• Full name at the time of death 
• Date & place of death 
• Any previous names 
• Last known address 
• Date & place of birth 
• Last known occupation 
• Name, date of birth & occupation of surviving spouse/partner 
• Deceased National Insurance Number 
• Whether State Benefits were being paid 

Typical Companies you may need to contact 
• Accountant 
• Bank/Building Society 
• Clubs & Organisations 
• Credit card Companies 
• Current Employer 
• Dentist 
• Financial Advisor 
• Insurance Companies 
• Loan Providers 
• Mortgage Company 
• Optician 
• Chiropodist 
• Solicitor 
• Store Loyalty Cards 
• Travel Membership Cards 
• Rail Card/Bus Pass 
• TV Licence 
• Utility Companies  

NB. If Utility Companies are in joint names as a couple and one person passes away 
it is much easier to remove one name.  If the account name must be transferred it 
will be a longer process and the account may remain frozen until the transfer has 
been completed. 

The Funeral 
The most basic of funerals can be expensive.  The average price of a funeral can be 
in excess of £4,000 and is ever increasing.  This is one of the most vulnerable events 
in anyone’s life, and it is natural to want the best “send-off”.  There are financial 
implications to this, and it is important to have a trusted relative/friend with you 
before signing an agreement with a Funeral Director, to ensure that you can cover 
the price.  You should obtain a couple of quotes as they may vary considerably.  
Take a copy of the Will if there is one, as this may contain details of the deceased 
wishes. 

Good Funeral Directors will be members of one of these Trade Associations: 

➢ National Association of Funeral Directors 
www.nafd.org.uk or +44 121 711 1343 

➢ National Society of Allied and Independent Funeral Directors 
www.saif.org.uk or 0345 230 6777 



Covering the cost of a Funeral 
Is there an estate? 
Money and assets from your estate will be used to pay for the funeral 

What if you cannot pay for the funeral? 
It is imperative to understand that the person who arranges the funeral, and agrees 
to the arrangements with the Funeral Director, can legally become the person who 
will be liable for the costs.  In circumstances where that person is not the Executor 
of the estate, a beneficiary under the Will, or there is believed not to be an estate, 
careful consideration needs to be given.  Any cost incurred may not be refundable.  
If there is not enough money to pay for the funeral, and there are no friends or 
relatives to arrange it, the local authority can arrange a simple and dignified funeral 
(State Funded Funeral).  Northern Ireland have a local Health & Social Services 
Board. 

Sources of Financial Support 
➢ Funeral grants from the Social Fund are available to those on Income

Support/Universal Credit, Pension Credit or similar.
➢ Grants from Charities – usually given with an occupational link.

Included in the Funeral  
➢ Coffin
➢ Transport of body to the Funeral Director
➢ Care of the body until the funeral
➢ Providing the hearse to take the body to the nearest crematorium/burial

ground
➢ Administrative tasks

Other considerations of possible costs 
The additional costs below are not essential, and dependent on your budget: 

➢ A more expensive coffin
➢ Flowers
➢ Embalming
➢ Fees for a religious service
➢ Additional cars
➢ Newspaper Announcements
➢ Stationery
➢ Reception after the funeral service

Other sources of help and support 

➢ Age UK
www.ageuk.org.uk or 0800 678 1602

➢ Money Advice Service
www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk or 0800 138 7777

➢ Citizens Advice Bureau
www.citizensadvice.org.uk or 03444 111 444

➢ Tell Us Once (register a death with most Government Departments in one go)
www.gov.uk/after-a-death/organisations-you-need-to-contact-and-tell-us-once

➢ DWP Bereavement Service (Department for Work & Pensions)
www.thebereavementregister.org.uk or 020 7089 6403

➢ Cruse Bereavement Care
www.cruse.org.uk or 0808 808 1677

➢ The Good Grief Trust
www.thegoodgrieftrust.org

Making a Will 
By doing this, it will ensure that your wishes are met.  If you do not do this, 
the money and possessions (Estate) may not be given to your loved ones as 
you wanted.  This is called a Dying Intestate.  For example, an unmarried partner 
will not be entitled to any of your money or possessions if you die Intestate 
(without a Will).  There are occasions where the entire estate can be passed to 
the State if there are no obvious beneficiaries.  However, if the estate is straight 
forward, it is possible to make a Will yourself by using a pack that is available in 
some High Street Stores. 

Usually a Will is drawn up by a Solicitor, but this service will incur a charge.  The Will 
is stored free of charge for you by the Solicitor and you will need to think about who 
should be appointed as Executors at this stage, to ensure your wishes are carried 
out. Close family members or friends should be consulted before they are appointed, 
although there is no need to declare the contents of the Will.  It is always sensible to 
have more than one Executor.  

If you leave a gift to a charity in your Will, the value will be deducted from your 
estate before Inheritance Tax is calculated.  You can find further information by 
visiting the website http://www.gov.uk.  

Make sure you say whether you wish to be buried or cremated, as well as the type 
of service you would like.  These details will make it easier for your loved ones.  
Please ensure that you tell your family and loved ones where your Will is kept, and it 
is always a good idea to let them have a sealed copy. 



Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) 
If you become unable to make decisions for yourself in the future, someone will 
need to make decisions for you.  The person that does this will depend on the 
situation.  They must be 18 or over and have mental capacity (the ability to make 
their own decisions) when you make your LPA.  You can also appoint an Attorney to 
decide on financial and property matters. 

Generally, professionals will make decisions about your health and social care, and 
your family or carers will decide on day-to-day matters.  There are 2 types of LPA’s: 

➢ Health and welfare 
➢ Property and financial affairs 

You can choose to make one type or both. 

There are special rules about appointing an LPA, and to find out more you can visit  

The Office of the Public Guardian: 

E: customerservices@publicguardian.gov.uk 
T: 0300 456 0300 

Additional things to consider 
Organ donation 
If you are thinking of this after your death, or would like further information, please 
contact NHS Organ Donation on 0300 123 23 23 or visit www.nhsbt.nhs.uk.  Please 
advise your family of your intentions. 

Life Insurance and Pensions 
Some Life Insurances and Pensions will pay a lump sum when someone dies, and 
this is payable to a named person who is not necessarily the beneficiary in your Will.  
You should contact your Insurance and/or Pension Provider for further details.  

Pre-paid Funerals 
If you decide on one of these plans, please check what is included and make sure 
that the Funeral Provider is a member of the Funeral Planning Authority. 
www.funeralplanningauthority.co.uk or 0345 601 9619.  It may be possible to pay 
for your funeral from your estate, and some Banks will release these funds if 
presented with an itemised funeral bill and Death Certificate. 

UâÜ|tÄ YÄtz yÉÜ _ÉtÇ 
We are very proud to have a dedicated F1 burial flag that we can loan, free of 
charge, to those who have worked in the F1 Industry.  It is a lovely gesture to give 
recognition of service while making their final journey. 

"  

If you would like further details about this, please contact us directly for more 
information: 

➢ E: office@grandprixtrust.com 
➢ T: +44 7487 416 398   
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